Cosmic Quest Instructions

Investigating Your Question

As you begin to investigate your question, think about the various resources you can use to find answers.  In addition to written and/or online documentation you might consider, don’t forget to utilize the following very important resources:

· the short course instructors

· other scientists, engineers, technicians, and community experts you meet 

· information you hear during activities, talks, and other sessions

· things you learn while on the summit and/or while touring the observatories

· experiences you have while participating in the various short course activities

Make sure to ask lots of people for their ideas about your question – different people will have different ideas, thoughts, and/or experiences.  Don’t just wait to hear “the answer” to your question in talks, lectures, or tours – be proactive in investigating it!  Ask!

If you’d like, think about and locate any objects, pictures, graphics, or other visual aids  that you might want to show during your presentation.  (See below for more information about your presentation.)  If you choose to use a visual aid, think about how you could use it to help the other students and instructors understand your question and your investigation.

Preparing Your Presentation

Each pair of students (or triple) will give a 5-10 minute presentation about their question, their investigation, and the results of their investigation.  For your presentation, keep in mind the following ideas:

· Tell us what your question is.

· Were there particular aspects you focused on?

· Tell us about how you tried to investigate it.

· What resources did you use?

· Who did you talk to? 

· What questions did you ask?

· Did you read, hear, or see anything that helped you investigate it?

· Tell us about the answers you found or other results from your investigation.

· Did you find a variety of answers?  If so, tell us about that.

· Were there aspects to the question you had trouble finding answers to?

· If applicable, are there any trade-offs between or ways to compare the answers you found?

· Summarize your investigation and the results/answers you found.

· What should the other interns and the rest of the audience take away from your question and investigation?

· Is there a main point or a couple of main points that we should keep in mind related to your question?

· After your presentation, be ready to answer a question or two from the audience related to your question, investigation, and the results you found.

