Cosmic Quest Questions

1. "Transparency", "seeing", "water vapor" are used to describe atmospheric conditions. Why do astronomers care about atmospheric conditions? What kind of effect will each of those terms have on the data? How does it depend on the telescope used?

Report Out: Thursday Morning, 9:35-10:00am
2. What are the principles for finding exo-planets? Give us a quick progress update on the research and the instruments that are used on Mauna Kea for Planet Hunting. <or another astronomy/engineering question if Taft will thoroughly cover this in his talk>
Report Out: Thursday Morning, 9:35-10:00am
3. What makes Mauna Kea unique? Think culture & history, biology and geology (as well as astronomy)!

Report Out: Thursday Morning, 10:45-11:00am

4. What is the engineering process? Describe it quickly and give important do's and don'ts that could be applied during the internship.

Report Out: Friday Morning, 9:00-9:30am

5. What are the various education backgrounds for jobs at observatories? What other types of careers might the same background prepare you for? How much experience is required?
Report Out: Friday Morning, 9:00-9:30am

6. Tell us where you see team work at the Observatories. How do you think this is important? What are the pros and cons of team work?
Report Out: Friday Morning, 10:45-11:00am

7. Good communication is key to the transfer of information at the workplace. What are strategies to establish and maintain good communication with your mentor(s)?

Report Out: Friday Afternoon, 1:30-1:45pm
